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FUEL TRUCK-T PERSONAL EQUIPMENT-0

Courtesy - Capt Nick Franca
389 TFS/366 TFW

After the second sortie of the day durihg a
four-day surge. the Aardvark crew climbed down
the ladders as maintenance personnel. waiting
to refuel and quick upload ordnance, descended
upon the airplane like locusts on a wheat figld
Lights bathed the airgrafl in egrie glow as the
munitions people scurried about at an almost
frantic pace, and the fusler tugged and wrestled
with the hose and grounding wires that sprouted
like snakes from his machine

The agircrew, sensing that the immediate area
was not the proper place to obsarve the bustling
humanity and machines, recited the litany of the
50-foot fueling rule, and moved to the side of
the fuel truck away from the aircraft. They
heaped their personal eguipmeént n a sup-
posedly conspicucus pile and went back to ac-
capt the load

..interest items,
mishaps with

morals, for the
TAC aircrewman

Meznmwhile. the fuelsr prepsred 10 move his
truck to the naxt awcraft and noted. with cha-
grirt, that another vehicle directly biocked s
lana. The last piece ol the puzzle drapped irto
place as the truck began 1o move away from the
drea (n 8 hard right turn

Tha foam helmel lmers emitted an ugly POPI
as the rear wheals passed over the pile of gear
The intrapid awviators reaslized what hed hap-
pened and turned sadly toward the incidant sits
While the crew surveyed the scatiered helimat
and offset box remnants. an equally sad fueler
joined other maintainers in disgussing the merits
of their increased wing visibility

Maorals (1) Helmets, masks, and ditty
bags overflowing with checklists, kneeboards
and ather eguipment canno! be effectively used
as vehicle chocks. Store them in the aircraft or
in @ support vehicle

(2} During quick upload training
or other times of abnermally busy vehicular
movement, safe areas are hard to find,

(3} The Interruption of normal
habit patterns. coupled with a high degree of
activity, increases incaidant probability. When in-
volved with time-critical activities that combine
tasks not routinely accomplished togather, think
ahead. Expect the unexpacted|
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A-10 CANOPY-OFF TESTS

Normal communications can be maintained up
toat least 360 knots. Increased volumie setlings
drg required to compensate for the noise. and
above 280 kndts background npise is transmit-
ted with normal radib transmissions

All cockpit equipment remained attached ex-
cept the map case came open During the
second flight the forward attachment bracket
tor the thermos bottle separated from the air-
craflt and endéd up' behind the ejection seal in
thie thrustéer well

As a result of our test experience, the follow-
ing s a recommended write.up for the flight
manual under "LOSS OF CANOPY™ in Section 3

It canopy i1s lost, slow the arcraft. bend for-
ward, and lower the seat simultaneousiy.
Check condition of the engines and aircraft
tail, Siow all remaimng lodse equipment
Hight tast has shown no major prablem up 1o
at lsast 360 knats; however, 200 knots or less
will greatly aid pilot comfort

Insummary. tha aircrafl parforms well without
the canopy. The expected problams of nolse and
windblast can be handled by chsnging seat
position and slowing the alrcraft 10 2 more com-
lortable airspeed. W smoke of fumes become a
definite problem, the pilot can eanly handle the
airgratt should it become neceasary 10 jettison
the canony —

Hey! pass it along... nine others are waiting.

12
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Investigation found that panel &8 located
under the spesdbrake had departed the aircraft
and severed the pressure egualization line
between tanks 3A and 38B. The panel had also
hit and searred the speadbrake: The speedbrake
had been used twice In flight, and the panel was
probably lost on one of these (Wo extengions

Examination of the area around panel 68 indi-
¢ated it had not bean fastened o tha aircraft
This was the aircraft's first flight since
mainignance foranemergency boost pump prob-
lem. The panel had beenh unfastenad to
facilitate access 1o a cannon plug, bt this fact
was not entersd in the 781, The craw chief |aft
early leaving an slsctrician to finish the job
After finishing. the pane! was replaced but not
fastaned

A supervisor was informed that the panel was
unfastened, bul agein no paperwork was dohe
and the panel forgotten once more—until the
flight that is

it's prenty easy to see why incidents such as
these keep happening. It's also easy 1o see how
they can be prevented. It's going to take
evaryone’s effort to cul down the number of
these mishaps. Can we count .on you?

TAC ATTACK

PANELS, PANELS,
PANELS ..

No. 1--Prior to takeoff, panel FF-50 was
ppened by the rupway launch team o inves-
ligate a suspactad hydraulic leak. Nene was dis-
coverad so the mission was Hown as program-
med. Panel FF-50 was mizsing after landing. The
airlock tasrener recaptacies were not damaged.

No. 2--Pilot felt a "bump” just after tanding
away from his home bass. At access panel lrom
baggage pod missing.

No. 3--Panel B-138 torn off in flight, The R-
139 door was Improperly secdred after engine
start.

These are just three cases of insecure pansals
which corstantly clutier Up the message traffic
We say clutter because they are so unnecessary
Most of these panels are never found. obviously
they landed in unpopulsted areas, Let’s geton it
before somaone shows Up 8t the gate with ane

of our missing pieces ol sheet maal | and
claimg he's bean "panelized.”
&)
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UNUSUAL ATTITUDE vs OUT OF CONTROL

to B units (O to 58] and mil power! Unless you
have lost directional control you are nol out of
confral. If you really run it out of airspeed. the
nese will finally fiop down and the airgraft may
roll. No sweat! Don't fight the roll. just maintain
3 1w B units, A roll 18 not nose slice and
therefore. is nol & stall. Your while concam is
maintaining 310 8 units until things stan look-
ing familiar,

To maintain 3 to 8 units, look at the gaupge
The stick position for 3 to B units is not
constant as our friend learned during his low
AQA all, Until flying speed is regained. attiude
ls not imporient. Power should be at military.
Terrain should nol be a concern unless the
whole thing started low and slow. So the pilot
neads to have only oneé cancern, 1o look at the
AOA gauge and maintain 3 to B units

The pilot oould also maintain 3 1o B units by
maintaining about & & with “seat of the pants”
feel. Since the stick position to maintain Y% G
will change as asirspaed changes, this will re-
quire constant reevaluation -and appropriate
stick movement, in a panic. situation. following
the ADA gauge s the easier method; but don't
aver discount what your postanior s telling you!

The point 1s that many times pilot inputs ag-
gravate the problem. If the pilot would just let
the airplane go (which |s essantially what 3 108
uiets with rudder and ailerons neutral does) the
pointy end will go down and the airolana will fy.

This aeradynamic fact of 1de 15 acknowiedged
in an “alternate” out-ol-control procedure that
used o be popular among Phantom Phlyers. |
don’t know the source of the procedure for sure,
but | have hesrd It attributed to Irv Burrows,
tormar Chief Test Pilot at McDonnell Douglas.
The “atternate” cgut-of-gontrol procedure slated:

1. Place left hand on drag chute handle and
right hand on delog /footheat lever

2. H not racovered, pull left hand.

I am nbt suggesting thai we change our
present out-of-control bold face procadure. | do
think that all pllots (not just Phantom drivers)
should reslize that the procedurse only applies

22

when the aircrali has departed, i.e. LOSS OF DI
RECTIONAL CONTROL In. other sduations. the
nosa high and nose low unusual attiludes
leaned before T-37 sole In pilot training still
apply and will apply for as long as you fly air-
planes e
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As winter approaches, many men and women will devote their free time to hunting.
This is an enjoyable sport, but one that carries with it many responsibilities. Wunting
safely may seem to be a [rite subject, but as long as there are hunting accidents it
cannot be emphasized enough. Below are twenty-two concepts basic fo hunting and fire-
arm safety. They are not fo be viewed as comprehensive, but rather as a practical intro-

duction fo the responsibility that hunting entails, G

I. DECIDE TO BE SAFE. Safety doesn't just
happen. You have to maka up your own mind to
be safe. Learning these twenty-two steps--or any
set of rules--doeun't make a bit of difference
Being safe is a state of mind. and it is up to you
to adopt that state of mind.

2. BE FAMILIAR WITH YOUR WEAPON. Of
all your hunting equipment, your gun is the
rriost important--ahd the most lethal. Know what
kind of ammunition your gun uses—wrong ami-
munition can becomd lodged in the bore, miak-
ing it possitva for the gun to explode when cor-
ract ammunition is fired. Alwaye practice with
new or unfamiliar gun before taking it hunting e
Know how it shoots Not only is this measure grossbows,

! ﬂrh i

and slingshots have become

safe, It also will give you a better chance of increasingly popular, exotic. and daadly, Every
scoring. A recent trend has been a "hack to the pracaution which ralates {0 a firearm can also
basics” approach to hunting. Bow hunting. be applied 16 thess weapons
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75, DONT FALL OUT OF YOUR TREE
STAND. Dent laugh, it's happensd. Several
years ago, 8 hunter dropped he gun from the
tree. When the gun struck the ground, n fued,
fatally injuring the hunter

76. xNOW WHERE YOUR COMPANION IS
Decidie ahaad of 1ime what direction each of you
will take ard whal area each of you will cover
Also, be sure to determiine when and wheare you
will meet. Flanning like this will pravent you
Itom competing with each cibar and will also be
a precaution against getling lost.

I7. KNOW WHAT YOU'RE SHQOTING.
Again, this is vary impartant. Never shoot st a
noise. Make sure you know what is making a
noise. Likewisa, dont shoot at an unusual move-
ment unless you can tell it is game. Also. the

TAC ATTACK

absence of red or orengs clothmg does not
mean that & moverment or nolse (s not made by
8 petson. Some hunters do not wear Nluorescent
clothing.

18. BE CAREFUL WHEN SMOKING OR
COOKING, Fire is as dengerous 35 it is useful
Dry wood and leaves are g definite fire hazard
Double check 10 make sure that your clgaretie
butt or that fire is compleialy ow.

79. DONT DRINK WHEN HUNTING This
goas without saying. Drinking and hunting are
as dangerous a combination &8s drinking and
driving.

20. KNOW WHAT TO DO (F LOST. 8y
foliowing the above rules you have taken several
pracautions against gstting lost, but it is still
passible for you to lose your sense of direction
i you are lost, hurt, ar otherwea in need of
assistance, stay where you are until help ariives
Light a smoky fire (and keep it under controf)l
Firing three evenly spaced shots will aftract at-
tention to vou, especially after dark. Mever hunt
alone without letting scmeone know whare you
will hunt and the time you plan on returning 10
camp or home.

27, IN FALL THE WATER IS COLD. When
you're duck hunting, it's =asy to fall into the
water lrom your boat orthe duck bhmd. H you
get wet, you must change clothas. The combina-
tion of cold and wet can cause’ hypolhermia
before you dry out.

22, USE YOUR HEAD. This is really the
sama as number one. but it is a fitting conclu-
sign. Neadrly all hunting accidents can be
avgided--all It takes 15 being careful and taking

time to ' think
i

What Searvone Shewtd Know Aboyt Hunling Safefly,
Seriptographic Booklet, Channing L Bete Co,, Groentinin.
MA, 1965,

The Huntsr. HO TAC/SEPP, Langlay AFB, VA,
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LETTERS

T T A TR U T T N L R T W S

Dear Editor,

While reading through the July issue of TAC AT-
TACK, | came across the article, “So Ya' Gonna
Work on Aireraft.™ In one of his “Phantom Bite"
examples SSgt Cruz wrote about a crew chiel that
was changing the LOX bottle, hydraulic power wis
applied 1o the aircaft and the oxygen bay door
“jerked upwards.” | believe SSgt Cruz may have the
LOX bay door confused with the AUX AIR DOOR
as the LOX bay door is raised and lowered by hand
and secured in place by 17 Dzus fasteners. The ap-
plication of hydraulic power has no effect on the
LOX door.

I thought the article itsel was excellent, as 1 myself
hive been working Phantoms for the past five years
as an INS/WRCS repairmon and have had my fair
share of Phantom bites in varioos places, from meay
different sources. The F-4 is an excellent aireraft but
it will get yvou if vou're not careful.

I enjoy reading TAC ATTACK, when ever there s
& copy to be had. Keep up the good work!

One of those “Phantom Phixers™ at Nellis/57
TTW,

Sgt Seott F, Davidson

57 AGS /414 AMU/MAAB

Dear Sgt Davidson

You're right. I contacted SSpr Cruz and asked him
aboul this incident. Apparently the siory of what
actually happened was relayed 1o him third or
Sourth-hand, so the LOX door was substitured for
aux air door,

34

Thanks for writing and the kind words abowr the
magazine, Your squadron showld be getting one
magezine for eack ten assigned personnel If they
aren't, get 1e the pubs peaple in your orderly room
and have them order the right amount.

All you readers out chere—guit hogging the
magarines! Pags them around 3o everyone hay a
chance to read them.

Ed

ANSWERS T0

AIRCRAFT
RECOGNITION

1. BEAR 4. BACKFIRE

2. FISHBED 5. BADGER

3. FARMER 6. FIDDLER
GCTOBER 1979
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